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TO THE 


Right Worſbipful Sir Rozear Vines, 
Baronet, and Alderman of the City of Lon- 


don. 


( NErtainly this Meeting juſtly claims a place 
among the conſiderable Benefits our 
Country doth enjoy, not only in regard 

of the correſpondence the ſeveral members 
of it, that are removed to this City, hold one 
with another ; but eſpecially that by this means ſo 
many Plants are yearly removed:from'the barren 
parts of it to this richer Soil, where they are pruned 
and dreſſed, and having depth and fatneſs of earch 
grow into Trees, that yield Profit and Beauty to 

the whole. / 40 

Nor is the advantage {mall to thoſe, whoſe Let 
doth nor fall in this pleaſant place : fince the Coun- 
try is yearly caſed of ſo' many, who, by reaſon of 

ill Circumſtances, - would be rather a Burden, than 

advantage to their Neighbours; eſpecially thoſe 

places;that have more Hands than Work; where 

Men ſtand idle, perhaps, for no other reaſon, bur 

becauſe nene have hired them. And T have ſome- 

times known a Town at great expence, both of 
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tifne-and' Mony to keep, out, it may be, ſomefin- 
ole perſon from being an Inhabirant, becauſe they 
had more than they could employ before. And 
where the younger da.increaſe,;the: more ancient, 
while yet ſerviceable, being left without employ, 
are neceſſarily ſupported by the Contributions of 
the place. And in Corporations, and Market-towns, 
where ſome might have crept into little Trades, 
this is already divided into ſo many hands, thar 
(ſome few in.a Town excepted) they have little elſe 
to do, but to open and ſhut the Windows of their 
Shops, and when they. have ſhut, are {ſcarce able 
to. ſet and keep them.open-. Whence.we-may take 
ſome meaſures of the Benefit, the Country dorh 
receive from this. Company.. For- ſhould they lay 
down ſo.gaod a. Work, our poor; and therefore 
our payments would: increaſe; more would die in- 
debred to. the world; leave Charge behind them, 
and each way opprels the living : and the bufineſs 
of all priyate. and. publick Seffions would yearly 


increale... 


Therefore: certainly - all the-Inhabitants: of thar 
place are bound in point of. policy, and reaſon, if 
not of. duty.too .(.according to.their ſeveral:Capa- 
cities ). to encourage and maintain ſogood a Work: 
Eſpecially. the Gentry, whoſe Abilities, Divertiſe- 
ments, . or. ether Concerns, . calling-them fo oft-ro 

| | Town, 
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Town; give them ſo fair an opportunity :. eſpeci- 
ally conſidering theſe Benefits reach even the high 
places themſelves 'are. yer in: For Landlords thrive 
beſt, where Tenants profþer. And Rents uſually fall, 
where the poor, and-. therefore .payments, do in- 
creaſe. I muſttherefore impure it to the non-con- 
ſideration of theſe things, and perhaps, in fome tor 
the want.of Generous and Publick: Spirits, or at: 
leaſt to the not kindling ,thele Sparks of* Virtue 
into a frame of Love, and Bounty, which (howe- 
ever Titles go) are efſential to a Gentleman, that 
weare inthis Afﬀair ſo far left by thoſe whoſe pre- 
ſence would be an Honour to. the Company, 2 
Glory to the place of their Nativity, and would. 
oive new life and vigour to the. buſineſs of this A(- 
{embly, Great Bodies. move-the leſſer. And good 
Leaders in that. Contribution,. which is--not ( as 
fome ſuppoſe )” for- the. Stewards Pockets, bus 
rowards the Binding Children out to Trades, by 
theic -very -example gain more from others, than 
the Sums themſelves do give can amount to." And 
the more is thus colle&ted,the more the Stewardsare 
incouraged to a free and large addition ; that for 
their own Fame, and the Childrens Good they- 
may place-them to the better Trades, which often 
proves as great a kindneſs, as the fetting them our 
ro any *- for ſometimes ingenuity is forced to creep;. 
when. it might run high, if placed-in-a better Cir- 
3 cumſtance, . 
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-ceumſtance. And fince the want of publick Spi- 
rits prove a_ decay to a whole” Society, to parti- 
cular Companies, and ſmaller Bodies ; we are the 
more obliged, - where we find them, to pay them 
due reſpe&s, and give a juſt applauſe. And ſince 
ſuch a ſpirit appears ſo eminently. in your (elf, nor 
only from..your publick Works and Monuments in 
the City, and our County Town of Warwick, in 
which your name ſhall live to future ages ( He 
. loves our nation, -.and hath-built a ſynagogue ) &c. Bur 

' alſo from the Incouragement you are pleaſed to 
give this charitable Work: in having formerly 
vouchſated to be Steward of this Company ; and 

- In the Yearly Honour you do it by your preſence, 
not ſuffering any buſineſs, no, not the Burden, as 
well as Honour, you ſuſtain'd, when Lord Hajor 
of this City, to deliver you fromit; I thought my 
felf in duty bound, by this Dedication, to let you 
know the Honour and Reſpe&s our-Country ows 
-you,. as well as him, who is 


Tour Worſhip 


-Hiimble *Orator, 


And Servant, 
W. Baſſet. 
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Richard Chandler, 7 
Job Vere, | 
Thomas Graflingham, | 
| 
3 


Y 


/ Henry Marſhal, 
M5 John Skipwith, 


William Brown, 


Stewards.-. 


' George Shettleworth, 
* Richard Elborow. 


So -l, your Charge and Trouble now is moftly* 
Re over; but your Honowr and Rewards, 
for having been Benefattors to your Couns 
$EÞ try, ſtill remain ; and T hope, may outs 
- live the Funerals of Time. For indeed 

Jou are able to give ſo good an Account of your 
Stewardſhip, that , as many as look upon this Meetin 
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 *of our Country:men, as an.Enſample to all the other Counties 
of England, ſo you are a fair Copy for all the follow- 
my Stewards of the ſame - Company to-write after. Anil 
, fuch have heen your repeated Kindneſſes to me, that 7 ani 
bound to ſubſcribe my. ſelf | 


Your Obliged Country-man, 
And Servant, 
_ WW. Baſſet. 


SERMON. 


Warwick-ſhire 
MEETING. 


November 25, 1679. 


S.% 


RO M. T3; x; 


I beſeech you, therefore , brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptas 
ble unto God, - which is your reaſonable ſervice. | 


ſome things, which the largeneſs of our Subje& will not 
{uffer us to look into : and from which the Texts a con- 
cluſion, and for that reaſon is uſhered in with the Ulative 
Therefore. ] © | | 
T beſeech you [ therefore. ] 
In the words themſelyes we ſhall obſerve | o- 
| : B +" 


| J: the Foregoing Chapters the Apoſtle hath diſcourſed 
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r. A kind and familiar compellation; Brethrey. 

2. An earneſt Supplication : I beſeech you. | 
—3. A farther inforcement of the matter in hand : By the mer. 
cies of God. | 

T beſeech you, brethren, by the mercies of God. © 

4. The ſubje& matter of this. Diſcourſe; 7hat ye preſent your 
bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, And 

5. Theequity and meetneſs of the thing, /Yhich is your rea- 
ſonable ſervice. | 

"4 belle you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your reaſonable ſervice. 

I begin with the 

I. Brethres. | 

We once all lay in that common matter, which Zoſes calls the 
void and formleſs earth, and others expreſs by their materia pri- 
14 ; Tome by UM, andothers by v9ze. Which though without 
form, was yet ſuſceptive of any the great Creator ſhould pleaſe 
to impreſs upon it. Out of this Infinite Power and Wiſdom 
did produce all earthly Beings, and gave them a Law and Power 
of propogating their ſeveral kinds. Whence all Mankind were 
taken out of the ſame common matter, had all the ſame Maker ; 
for which reaſon the Poet calls them, 


Chara Dei Soboles — 


The Off-ſping of God. And are all deſcended from the ſame 

common Parents, which are the firſt, and moſt general grounds 

of this Relation. >. g | 
And when it pleaſed God by confuſion of Languages ( there- _ 


_ by turning fin intoan univerſal Bleffing) toneceffitate men to di- 


vide themſelves into many little Bodies, according to their ſeve- 
ral Tongues, and ſo to diſperſe themſelves over the face of the 
whole earth, that there might be the more room, incourage- 
ments and neceſlity of Propagation ; and that the ſeveral parts of 
the earth, by the induſtry of men, might communicate their 
good things one toanother; whereupon mankind became diverli- 
fed, as to Speech, Sentiments, Manners and Cuſtoms of Life, 

LY, T” according 
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according to' the ſeveral Climes they did inhabit, and other cir- 
cumſtances they were placed in; yet they of the ſame Body 
were knit together by a nearer Relation, than thoſe of different 
Locieties, 

And, as one fpeaks, 


Fam cunt gens una [umus 


Noting that a new and nearer Relation doth ariſe upon the u- 
nion of two different Nations, and therefore the ſeveral particu- 
lars of the ſame Nation are more nearly related, .than thoſe of 
different Societies be. 

And when the ſame- Country upon certain occaſions, and for 
divers reaſons, hath fallen under ſeveral diviſions, as Pariſhes, 
Tythingries, Hundreds and Shires, they of the ſame part are more 
nearly related, -than thofe of different Diviſions. Nor doth a 
new, or nearer relation ariſe folely from the place of. our Birth, 
' butof our education, from our ſeveral Callings, Trades and c- 
ther Circumſtances. 

Andif welookupon men as linked together in a Sacred Socie- 
ty,we have all oze fairh, one baptiſm, one hope,one God and. Father of 
all-whence- we are ſaid to be Heirs of God,and Co heirs with Chriſt, 
And' thus conſidered, we are all under the ſame Head, make up 
' one and theſame Body, which is the Church ; and are Members 
one of another. Thus 1s the beſt, and moſt Honourable of all 
| Relations; which the ancient Chriftians were ready upon all oc- 
. calions to expreſs by the term'of Brother and Siſter. - However of 
late it is Ellen under reproach; and: is ſeldom. uſed, ualeſs in 
Drollery, by reaſon it hath been ſo horribly abuſed by unreafon- 
able pretenders to Purity, and is made as a CharaQeriſtical dit- 
ference, whereby to diſtinguiſh different Parties and Factions. 

- So.various and manifold are the Grounds and Reaſons of this 
Relation, that there are nomen, but what upon ſome accounts or. 
other are Brethren. And by how many the more ways we are 
' ſorelated, by ſomany the more indearments we have one to a- 
nother, and obligations to-mutual love: and kindneſs.” 

This term hath been ſometimes uſed, not! only to 4 good end» 
but-with good ſucceſs too. For when. the Romans were in Mu" 
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tiny, and ready to tumult, they were alt peared and liuſhed 
into ſilence, by this. one word Qwirites, by which they were re- 
minded: they were all of the ſame Country, and had the fame 
Captain, and Founder. | 

To the like purpoſe, though not with like ſucceſs, did ofes 
wage it, when he ſaw twa Jews, Men of the ſame Nation, and 
fame Religion contending together, AF. 7. 26. Sirs, ye are bre- 
thren, why do ye wrong one to another ? 

Sometimes it is uſed' to uſher: in: a-reproof, which otherwiſe 
might be apt to move ſome unruly paſſions, Za. 1. 16. Do not 
err, my beloved brethren. 

And otherwhiles to ſ{weeten and ſmooth men into a more eaſie 
and ready receptionof ſome important duty ; whictis the deſign 
and buſineſs of it in the Text; 

T beſeech you, brethren, —— that ye preſent your bodies, &c. 

Whence we come to the ſecond part of the Text, 
 £ beſeech you. | kent 

- S. Paul was one of the greateſt of the Apoſtles, in regard 
of his extraordinary, and immediate Call from Heaven, his Suf- 
ferings, his Labours, his Revelations, and' his Learning, having 
been brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel, and $killed in all the 
Learning of the Zews. Yet writing to the Romans, who were 
but newly converted from Heathenifm ; and amongſt whom 
there'were many weak Chriſtians, who-were ftill intangled in 
the Rudiments of the World, and were ſubje& ro Ordinances: 
being ſo/far from uſing their liberty, as a Cloak and Plea for Sin, 
asthemanner of ſome is, that they ſuffered much for not under- 
fandingit, yet appears as their humble Supplicant, 
| Tbeſeech you. | 
Which. great condeſcenfion himſelf takes notice of to the Co- 
rinthjans, 2.Ep.10.11. 1 Paul my ſelf beſeech you. Which 
_ of ſpeech is never- uſed, unleſs in theſe, and ſuch like Ca- 


T. Toexprels the vehemency of the ſpeaker, and to ſhew the 
whole Soul is taken up, and filled with an earneſt deſire of ſtic- 
ceeding 1n the affair before him. No Rhetorick ſo winning as 
ſuch a-paſſionate-and: courtly infinuation, which ſeems enough 
to. melt down'the affeRions; and form them to the mold, and'me- 
thods of ſuch an Orator.. © © 6 2, When 
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2; When the truth propoſed, or duty preffed upon us, is of 
grand importance and concern, as #pheſ* 4. 1. 7 befeech you, 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, The 
matter of which exhortation compriſes all the Duties of Chriſtian 
Religion ; and therefore: juſtly calls for ſo earneſt an importunity. 
For, as it is matter of prudence, as well as duty, to proportion 

- ourlove, defire, and hope, according to the meaſures of good, 
that are in the things to which they are terminated ; ſo it 1s all 
the reaſon in the world, that the Orator and Divine ſhould ſuit 
his pains to the nature of the Subject : which is but like the giving 
a price according to the uſefulneſs and worth of the thing pur- 
chaſed. And indeed? Nature and Revelation ſomewhat neceſſi- 
tate. to do ſo. For the leſs things concern us, the leſs capable 
they are of truth: as may be inſtanced in the plurality of worlds, 
the motion of the earth, the reaſon of the ebbing and flowing of 
the Sea, and the riſe of the River /Vz/us : and the remoter things 
are from. the life, and efſence of Religion, fill the more contro- 
verſial, as appears from the manner of the traduCtion of Original 
Sin, the perpetual Virginity of the bleſſed Mary; &c. In which 
kind of points. a man cannot be mighty earneſt in preſſing your 
belief, becauſe the nature of the SubjeQ will bear but little, if a- 
ny certainty .or weight, But where things are of ſome great im- 
portance, there nature is more plain and fatisfatory, and fo is 
Revelation too : for whatever is abſolutely neceffary to Salvation, 
whether it be matter of faith orpraQife, isſuited to the mode of 

. allcapacities. Theſe ſo eaſily appear plain and reaſonable, and 
the inducements to--them ſo- ſtrong and weighty, that they both 
afford ;good:ground for ' importunity ; and likewiſe fo warm the 
affeftions, and move the Speaker, that -he is uſually cloſe and 
preſfiing,. - Therefore when the Apoſtle is putting us upon this 
greatand reaſonable part of our Religion, v:z: the preſenting our 
Bodies a Sacrifice to God, he: both commands and courts us to 

T beſeech you, that ye preſent your bodies, &c." | 

- 3.It may be fiixther-uſed, where-men' are not eafily-brought to : 

| comply. with the matter propoſed. LT 

| _ Thereare ſomeithitigs.indeed fo readily received, and fo tena- 

ciouſly held by many men," that ſeaxce any thing is able to check. 


their- 
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their belief, or reſtrain from the' practice of them, and ſach be 
the darling conceits of the lawfulnels of reſiſting the lawful Ma- 
giſtrate, and of ſeeking our own preſervation 1n forbidden, and 
therefore in unlawful ways : which-muſt be accounted to proceed 
from their agreeableneſs to vile affeCtions, and the debaucheries 
of nature. Whereas the cleareſt truths and indiſpenſable duties, 
though indeed the more they are ſo, the more agreeable they be 
to natural light, and the reaſons of men, as the reſiſting and mor- 
tifying our own corruptions, yet {till they are not ſo eaſily re- 
ceived, and reduced to practice. But we have more need of un- 
deniable arguments, and an importunate zeal to convince and 
perſwade their reception, than others have to put off their falſe 
and counterfeir Wares. The reaſon of which 1s, theſe ſuit with 
evil inclinations, and therefore are eaſily received :while they are 
againſt, and for that reaſon oppoſed by natural corruptions ; in 
the one,that enemy of all good helps forward, in the other, he en- 
deavours to hinder us either in the whole, or in part ; or elſe in 
the motive. or end of our faith, or ation. Therefore the Apo- 
{tle might the more earnefily preſs usto the preſenting our Bodies, 
that by ſuch means he might overcomeall oppoſitions, and there- 
upon perſwade men to captivate their thoughts to the belief, and 
ſubmit themſelves to the practice of ſo great a Duty. 

T beſeech_ you, brethren,  :; | | 
 Andleft this ſhould: be too little, he adds, 

4. A further inforcement of the ſame thing: 

By the mercies of God, (© © 

T beſeech you, brethren, by the mercies 'ofe God. | 

By which he means. all thoſe: things, | that the Ancients com- 
priſed under thoſe three Heads; 7 ol ey be 

I. The Goods of Fortune,: as our Eſtates and: Enjoyments in 
the world, which make our lives a-bleffing; and without which 
to live; would be at preſeattabe miſerable. ©: 194 
© 2. The Goods of the Body, as Health, Strength, PerfeCtion, 
and due proportion abParts.\ ion ne og nh ne on eb 

3. The Goods of, the Mind, as the uſe of all! our Faculties, 
as paar ry to reaſon, —_— anddiſtinguiſh between 
good and evil, and. make: proviſion: agaigfh preſent -and future 
Exigencies.; All which are fo ,valuahle,'we know not what:price 
RN t 
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to-ſet upon them; and the want of any one of them would ne- 
ceſſarily infer the preſence of ſome great evil. | | 
| Nay, theſe Mercies include all thoſe good and perfe& gifts, 
which come down from the Father of Lights ; the Redemption of 
the World, and that by a price of infinite value, as the giving 
his Son, and that to allthe ſinleſs infirmities of humane nature, 
_ - which ſpeaks the purchaſe, the juſt admiration of Men and An- 
gels : that Omnipotency it ſelf ſhould condeſcend to be carried in 
the Arms of a feeble Woman ! That he, who ſate on the Throne 
of Heaven, ſhould vouchſafe to lie ina dirty Manger! That he, 
whom the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain, ſhould be wrapt 
up in Swadling Cloaths !That he, who gave life and being toall 
things, ſhould lay down his life for the worſt of Sinners ! That 
Love it ſelf ſhould fit on a Thorny Bough, dying even for thoſe 
that killed it ! and to perfe&t the wonder, that this muſt be a death 
the moſt painfuland ignominious in the world ! That heſhould 
| everlive, as the Scripture ſpeaks, to make interceſſion for us, as 
if it was the ſole end of his life to plead or Cauſe:in Hea- 
ven! | 
And when after all we have lived unſuitable to his Mercies, that 
he ſhould yet continue the means of Grace, and Tenders of Sal- 
yation, and purſue us with all the glorious propoſals of Bliſs and 
Happineſs ! That he ſhould ftrive with us by natural conſcience, 
the motions and whiſpers of the bleſſed Spirit, as if he reſolved to 
take no denyal, but would even force himſelf, and eternal Glories 
- ON us : thele are Mercies of the greateſt magnitude, the moſt - 
- winning endearments that love and kindneſs can lay upon us !_ 
Obligations that ſhould make us plyable to all the ſignifications of 
the Divine Will, and to turn our hands and hearts to every duty ; 
eſpecially ccnſidering the great deſign of them is, both to oblige, 
and alſo to inable us to a pious, and an holy life, for which cauſe . 
the Apoſtle argues from them to the duty before us. 
FL beſeech you by the mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies, 
&. which is the fourth part of the Text, viz. the ſubjett of the. 
Diſcourſe. | | | 
7 hat ye preſent your bodies a living facrifice, holy, acceptable to 
Ofhs - b 
This isan alluſion tothe Law of Sacrifices under the Moſaick 
| | o_ Diſpenſation.. 
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Diſpenſation, of which we ſhall obſerve ſome few things, that 
we may the better underſtand this Phraſe, and theDuries it re- 
quires of us, as | ret IE 

r. The perteCtion of thoſe things that were to be offered to 
God, they muſt be/the beſt of their kind: Zevirt. 22. 19,20,2 1, 
Ze ſhall offer a male | without blemiſh o the beeves, and of the 
ſheep, and of the. goats. But whatſoever hath a blemiſh, that ſhall 
ye not offer, for it ſhall not be acceptable for you. And Mal. 1.14. 
God lays a curſe upon him, that ſhall preſume to offer him a cor- 
rupt thing. | 

Now as theſe Sacrifices were typical of ſomething that was to 
be under the Goſpel, viz. that immaculate Sacrifice of the blef- 
ſed Jeſus, which he was once to make for our Sins, whence he is 
called the Lamb of God, ſlain from the foundation of the World. 
So the perfeQtion of them taught the purity, which God requi- 
red of them that ſhould offer themſelves unto him under each Di- 
ſpenſation. That God, who would not allow of imperfeCtions 
in the things offered, would by 'no means ſuffer the blemiſhes of 
'Sin in the perſons offering. For this is a greater provocation than 
the other, for that teaches the neceſſity of this : therefore as ſuch 
Sacrifices were reje&ed, ſo were ſuch Sacrificers too. And fome- 
times the ſpotleſs Offering was abhourred 'for the ſpots of him 
that offered it: //ar. 1.11. to verf.16. Zo what purpoſe is the 
multitude of your ſacrifices to me? ſaith the Lord. T am full of the 
burnt-efferings of rams, and the fat of fed beaſts, 7 delight not in 
* Fhetblood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats, Bring no more 
vain chlations, incenſe is an abomination,” &c. The reaſon of 
which is ver/. 15. Zour hands are full of blood. 

Now by this alluſion the Apoſtle ſhews that the Sacrifices under 
the Goſpel muſt be pure, which he expreſſes by that word ho!) ; 
and becauſe our Sacrifices now muſt be our perſons, and not our 
beaſts, he adds a' /iving ſacrifice, in oppoſition tothe dead ones 
under the Law ; therefore it isplain, that he that comes unto God, 
muſt come with a Conſcience purged from dead works, and refi- 
ned, as faras is poſſible, from all the droſs and imperfeQions of 
corrupted nature. The neceſſity of which we are ſometimes 
taught by more proper expreſſions, 2 Cor 7. 1. Let us cleanſe our 
felves from' all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit.; perfeFins —_ 
| | Thus 
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,« 'Fhus we muſt imitate that firſt good,and reath after fome 
participations of the Divine Nature ;; becoming holy as the 
Lord our God is holy : and poſe even as our Father which is 
tn Heaven is perfect That ſo there may be ſome congruity 
.and ſuitableneſs between God and thoſe that worſhip him.; 
and indeed this is the great. condition of. finding acceptance”: 

for as. God would aot accept of a blemiſhed Sacrifice, ſo- 
the Text expreſly declares, that we mult preſent our ſelves a 

Sacrifice holy, if -ever we mean to be acceptable to him. 

That ye preſent your bodies aliving. ſacrifice, holy, accepta- 

ble to God. | | | | 


2. Theſe Sacrifices were made, and offered to God, which 
Has _—_— ——_ bad And this viz. MPor- 
ip 1sA ing and perpetual Duty. | | 
Though the des be cron. yet -the-thing {till te- 
mains. 7. cy 1k9t 
Therefore in that vezy place where our Saviour rejeas 
the Temple, and the Service peculiar -to it, he yet retains 
Worſhip ſtill, and thereby makes it a Goſpel-duty ; .Z06.-44 
23. The true HYorſbipers ſhall wrſþip. And the Father ſeeks 
ſuch to worſbip him. ' So. S. Paul, Tit. 2, 12. compriſes all 
Religion under theſe three Heads, wiz. - {1 7 
1. Sobriety, which includes the' Duties we owe to out 
ſelves, and forbids all intemperance and excels.  _ 
2. Righteouſneſs, which contains all 'the Offices we owe 
to others, and is a/ doing toall men, as'we would allmen 
ſhould do tous. And 4 28-29 .borgÞo od 2h 
3. Godlineſs, which compriſes the ſeyeral Duties we owe 
- immediately to God, whereof Adoration or Horſhip. is one, 
in the judgment of "the Gentile World,” whoever paid theſe 
Tributes of Honour tothe Deity.; 4 1 ny, 
Therefore when Zpicurus, by denying Divine Providence; 
took the ready courſe to rob God of-his Worſhip,he was char- 
. gedbyethers,and the better of the Philoſophers, zo/lere Deos, 
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in effeA todeny his very exiſtence, and run the world into . 
right down: Atheiſm. Fra Nei 

And that Command that prohibits the worſhip of Gra. 
-yen Images, doth yet retain this worſhip as proper, and pe- 
culiar to the true God. For as God is the moſt excellent of- 
all beings, ſo he will have ſomething reſerved for himſelf, 
which no creature ſhall ſhare with him in, and this is eſpe. 
cially Worſhip whickt is forbid tothe creature, for this very 
reaſon, that it is due to God only, and that botlr by virtue of 
Precept and Eminency. Sha,” 

Which thing is here expreſſed by Preſenting, that ye pre- 
fon your bodies, vis. ina way. of Adoration. and Wor:- 

IP. | 


That Religion then muſt needs-be lime and imperfe@t, 
which reſts in ſome moral Virtues, but 1s deficient in this 
great point, that is willing to appear blameleſs to the world, 

but matters not by Divine Worſhip to give Praiſe and Glory. 

ro the Deity. For as-it was not ſufficient to the Jews to pre- 
pare their Sacrifices, but not to offer them : ſo ncither is it 
fafficient for us tomake our bodies a living Sacrifice, and ne- 
ver preſentthem; as ſuck, before God. © | 

The Metaphor muſt hold in theſe two points; elſe it would 

ave beeniimproperly uſed, and would reach but one part of 
that which other Texts in the New Teſtament make our du- 
ty: and the word /[ Preſezt] muſt be of no'uſe and ſignih- 
cation. Nay: a thing is'not-propetly and ftriQtly a Sacrifice 
till-it. be. offered, or at leaſt in offering: -before, when it is 
prepares it is-but For a Sacrifice, it isthe offering that makes 
it 1UCIH: : | 
Therefore by preſenting our bodies a ſacrifire, we are moſt 
certainly and clearly put upon the offering them ro God in a 
way-of worſhip :* for ſo Sacrifices were. 
" :Andindeed onegreatend of Religion 1sto give Praiſe and 
Glory to God, which is-done-very::much, ed. perhaps, in 
| | | . nothing 


- 


=p , Ma AENeE's, bes Fla Sant _ 
The Warwick-ſhire Meeting, Rc: "rx 


:nothing'better than by worſhip ;- for in theſe very aQts we 
.own hum the greateft, and beſt of all Beings ; and our ſelves 
but poor and dependent creatures” 
God is never more magnified by men, than when they fall 
down-and worſhip him. Therefore as the worſhiping the 
' Creature is {aid tobe a giving God's glory to another, and his 
_ praiſe to graven Images ; 11a. 42.8. So the not worſhiping 
muſt needs be a with-holding from,or a denying him the ſame 
Praiſe and Glory. Therefore of what civil behaviour, ' what 
ſober converſation, or how juſt ſoever men may bein their 
Societies and Commerce, 'yet if they do not preſent their 
bodies a living Sacrifice to God, they are no Worſhipers, 
and therefore wanting in one of the beſt parts, and main ends 
of all Religion. | 
+2. Sacrifices were not only offered, but in a publick place 
and manner : Deu#.16.5,6. 7hou mayſt not ſacrifice the Paſsover- 
within any of thy gates, which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
Bat at the place which the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe to-place his 
"name in. Levit. 13.3, 4. Hhatſoever man, &Cc. that kills an 
0x, or lamb, or goat, 8. and brings it not to the door of the 7a- 
bernacle of the- congregation, to = an offering to the Lord, 
before the tabernacle of the Lord, blood ſhall be imputed to that 
mas. And Deut.12.17,18. The tithe of corn, wine, oil, the 
-firflings of the herd, and of the flotk, vows, free-will-offerings, 
and heave-offerings, were to be eaten before the Lora, in the 
place which the Lord ſhould chaſe. 


And thouM private Worſhip was required of the Jew, as 
-wellas of the Chriſtian; yet the Old Teſtament, eſpecially 
the Pfalms, do fo far prefer-the publick-before private wor- 
Thip, that a man would be almoſt - to think all worſhip 
confined to this. For though Davis, when driven to and 


fro by Saw, and whilſt among the Philiſtines, had 1 cowl 
nity of . private Adoration, and ſecret Devotions,.yet 


{peaks 
C -2 \of 
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of himſelf,” as driven from the preſence of God, when dri: 
ven from his Houſe and'/publick. Worſhip : Pſa. 84. 1, 2. 
How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts ! My: ſoul 
lones, yea even faints for thecourts of. the Lord : - my. heart and 
my fleſb cry out * for the- lrving God. Verle 3+ he ſpeaks the 
Swallow more happy than himſelf, in that, while he is ab- 
ſent, ſhe is ſuffered:to viſit, and:##1/d her neſt about the altars. 
Pal. 42:1,2. 45 the hart panteth.. after the water-brooks, . 
pants my ſoul after thee, O God: Yhen ſhall Fcome and appear 
before God ! Now the ÞPfalmiſt very. well -knew, he was al. 
ways inthe Divine Preſence ; : and therefore P/u/. 139. 8. to 
Perſe 13. provesby an induCtion-of. particulars, that there 
is no place of concealment from him; not in-Heaven, nor in 
Hell; not in the utmoſt parts of the Sea, nor in the darkeſt 
night ; therefore verſe 7. hither ſhall 7 flee from thy pre- 
ence ? * | 
/ Whictt being propoſed by- way-of queſtion,. implies the 
ſtronger Negation. 
Therefore if we wiltmake ſenſe of thofe- places, we-muR 
underſtand the Pſal. as reaching after a. more: than ordinary 
preſence, which is the preſence- of Godin places of publick 
worſhip, which all ſiacere worſhipers do enjoy. By which 
kind of ſpeeches lie ſeems ſo to value the preſence of \God in 
tis publick worſhip, that he looks uponaltthings; without 
this.to be wortl.nothing- And certainly: where there is 4 
ſpiritual life wrought invus, it wildifcover. it ſelf by reaching 
after the utmoſt participations of divine things, 


And tlie Goſpel however a furtherer of private devotions, 
yet doth in-an -eſpecial'manner command and-jncourage -a 
publick Service ;-as- by the example of the*Apoſtles, which 
as a tacite precept requires the like: of us... To which-end 
we find ſometimes the place. of their aſſembling recorded, 
Act. 1.13,14. In an upper room they continued with one ac- 
cerd in prayer and ſupplication.. And. otherwilesthe.time is 

| mentioned: 
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mentioned, Foh.20.26.fter eight days the diſciples again were 
mithin — which- number includes two Sundays, according 
to a computation then in uſe, which was to take ir the day 
from whickt they began their account, thereby putting two 
Sundays into one week. And when Chriſtians began to 
grow cool, and negligent inthe publick preſenting their 
Bodies, the Author to the: Heb. 10. 25. both reproves this 
growing evil, and charges others to avoictit, nor forſaking 
the aſſembling your ſelves together; as the manner of ſome is. 
And no wonder the Scripture is ſo round in this matter, 


ſince the negleCt of publick, moſt certainly draws after it the - 


negle& oÞ all private duties ; therefore thoſe that exeuſe 
their not- frequenting publick Ordinances by a-pretence of 


ſerving God-at home, are like thoſe that wilt 'kave every 
day a Sabbath, till at laſt they keepnone at all. | 


And good reaſon private devotions ſhould give way to ' 


publick fervices,- becauſe theſe are the moſt ordinary, and 
beaten-road to: Heaven, and 'a more uſual* conveyance of 
Grace, than other Performances: For #aithis ſaid toicome 
by hearing, and this hearing ſuch as is from Preaching. 


How ſhall they hear without a Preacher, Rom. Chriſt appeared | 


to the firſt Chriſtians, whenaſſembled. together ; Fob. 20.26. 
The Holy Ghoſt deſcended upon them, when mer together 


with one accord in one place ; AQt.2. And our Saviour promiles, . 


Matth.18. 20: that when two or three are met together in his 
name, he will be in the midſf\of them. "Which muſt be un- 
derſtood in'a more peculiar and eſpecial manner, than by 


his eſſential preſence, in-regard-of which. he: is-at alltimes - 


preſent-witheall-his Creatures: | 


Andno wonder this hath the greater bleſſing, ſince we d5 
ir this more than any other way, makea viſible profeſſion, - 
-and thereby -give-more praiſe and-glory to God than in pri- 


Therefore-' 


vate, and unken ſervices. - 


_ 
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. Thereforeas' God hath fo entwiſted his Honour, and-owr 
' happineſs ya that it is impoſlible to ſeparate them, for 
: the ſame Acts do both: ſo thole aQts that moſt advance his 
Glory, uſually tend moſt to the advantage of him that doth 
them. | | 
Whence the Apoſtle {ceing theſe two ends beſt attainable 
by a publick worſhip, doth preſs us to preſent our bodies x 
- drving ſacrifice, and therefore to preſent them in-that way 
that Sacrifices were offered, which was-in the moſt ſolemn, 
- and publick manner. 


| 4+ TheText fixes this Worſhip on the Body, 7hat ye pre- 
 fſert your Bodies, Which by a Synechdoche partis pro toto, 
. is put for-the-whole man : That ye preſent.your ſelves. 


Where obſerve | | | 
. © That the Body is engaged in this work, : 
Though indeed there -is no Text that doth expreſly ex: 
*clude it, yet becauſe there is one that-doth not 2 terminis 
. ancludethe Body, as Fohr 4. 23 7he trme worſhipers ſhall wor- 
: ſhipin ſpirit, and intruth, 


Therefore ſome will have the Soil alone concerned, and 
ot the-Body at all in Divine Worſhip. 


' But as o#t of the fulweſs of the heart the mouth ſpeaks : ſobo- 

« dily worſhip1s in, and flows from thatof the ſpirit :- nothing 
being more natural than ——__ expreſs our inward ſen- 

. timents ; andeſpecially the awfulneſs we have of the Deity, 
In moſt ordinary caſes it is judged Hypocrifie 'to -doother. 
-wile, and in this it cannot be without lome- violence offer- 
ed to our ſelves : 'for itis certainly cofitrary to the reaſons 
andexperience of all obſerving men, that when we come to 
_the place and Offices of a: publick Worſhip, men ſhould 
(Have any dueand ſuitable thoughts of the p ay' _ 
be - before, 


beforsz. and-not expreſs the ſame. in. outwaxd geſtures. and 


behaviour. I am ſure none will believe that man hath any 


internal or mental reverence for his Superiours, who, when 


in their preſence,doth not outwardly expreſs the ſame. For 

we me __ the thoughts by the ations, and gueſsat the Soul 
y the Body. | 

po more muſt we think thus in the. caſe before us ; for 

God being the greateſt, and moſt excellent of all beings, if 

we have worthy thoughts of him, the mind is ſo ſtruck, and 


the ſoul receives-luch deep impreſſions, that we much more 


neceſſarily in outward geſtures diſcover the awful and reve- 


- little diſtances : and doubtleſs our Saviour requiring a ſpiri- 


tual worſhip, doth as much intend that of . the-Body too, as - 
thoſe Scriptures mean ſo many per/oxs that ſpeak-only of ſo - 
many. ſouls, Gen. 12.5... I1d Abrahams took Sarai his wife, . 


&C. and all the Souls they had gotten, 8c... 


And it. ſeems very obſervable, that when men once ex-- 
cliide the reverence of the Body, they.quickly loſe that .of - 
the Soul too :. as appears from ſuch meas-expreſſions, -who - 
make their prayers familiar diſcourſes with God Almighty, ]. 
which muſt proceed from want of due thoughts of God, . 
whereupon they make themſelyes too much like him ; or him -- 


too much like themſelves. . 


Neither is it any wonder that 'our Saviour expreſlly re- 
quires a ſpiritual worſhip, rather than. a bodily. Becauſe 


7. Thisis the greater, and carries the-otheralon withit: 


whereas that is the leſs, and may- be, becauſc-it ſometimes. 
s without this. | 
| _ 2. Cri 


rend thoughts, we have of the Deity, than we do our re- - 
_=_ to Superiors,, who, being but tellow-creatures, differ 
rom us, not in infinite; as God doth,” butin ſome few and -: 
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- 2, Chriſt was here nulling the” 2o/aict. Diſpeyfation, 
* *which was called a Carna/ Command *Beb.7. 16. the reaſon 
: of which we find Ch. 9,10. becariſe i#/tood in meats and drinks 
and divers waſhings, and carnal ordinances impoſed upon 
'Fh Cm. : | | 


Therefore being now to bring in a worſhip which reſted 
-not ſo much in bodily Exerciſes, it was moſt proper and ſub- 
{ervient to this preſent deſign, to call it a ſpiritual worſhip, 
-not only becauſe the denomination-is now taken from the 

major part ; but alſo that men might hereby be prepared 
-by taking off their minds from thoſe carnal Ordinances, 'to 
cloſe with the propoſals of a more ſpiritual: Law. 


' 'But yet this Text cannotin' reaſon be'ſupp6ſed to exclude 
' *the body: becauſe Tgrmro, from whence Tevomwloi, and 
*FeoKuosn, Worſhipers,: and 'ſhall worſhip, do come, fig- 
-nifies to kiſs, which implies an a& of the Body ; and 
the Sepruagint uſes 'the ſame word to expreſs a worſhip , 
which was for the moſt part bodily, viz. that. of Baz/, r 
. King,-19. 18. / have left 'me ſeven thauſand in Iſrael, all the 
knees which have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth, 0 & Te 
*C3XUvyow GeVT®, that hath not "kiſſed, that is, that 'hath not 
worſhiped him ; and why the ſame word fhouldin one place 
#igoifie a worfhip, which is moſtly bodily :: and in the other 
place, v7z. this of S. Zohn,” ſhould Tignifie a worfhjp purely 
_—_— or excluſive of the Body; -I do not yet under- 
ſang. 7”. ED WS. 


But itis a common rule in expounding Scripture, that that 
cannot be the meaning of one Text, which contradicts a- 
mother, - and ſuchis this ſenſe which'excludes the Body from 
acts of ' worſhip. "For in #xod. 20. $5. Bowing downthe Bo- 
dy being the higheſt expreſſion of our inward reverence ; 
.and therefore meeteſt for the worſhip of the great God, R 

made 
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-made-an-at of -Divine. Worſhip, and for that-very reaſon 
1s forbid to be paid to the creatures, as repreſentations of the 
Deity. Therefore-if we muſt not bow down to the true 
: God, then we may bow down to Graven Images : and con- 
trariwiſe, ,if we muſt not bow down to: Graven Images; 
then we maſt bow. down to the true God ; and the reaſon is, 
becauſe it is forbid. to be paid tothe one, upon this very ac- 
count, that it is reſerved as proper, and peculiar to the.other: 
and therefore ſo long as it is forbid to be given to Images, fo 
long it remains a debt to God, which is tor ever, this Com- 


 rhand being moral, and conſequently perpetually obliging. 


It muſt needs therefore be, that thoſe men who bow down 
to neither, as. they are no Idolaters, {o they are no Wor- 
 ſhipers, and becauſe they would not be Redundants, will 
therefore be Defe&tives in their Religion. From this precept 
have flowed thoſe Exhortations', -L/al. 95. 6. 'O come, let 
#s worſhip, and fall down, and kneel before the Lord our maker. 
Which. are. no parts of the Ceremonial Law, but ſtreams 
from this Fountain. * oe peg Rp 


. And-ſmce 'God made, redeemed, and promiſed rewards 
to the Body, as well as the Soul, it is all the reaſon in the 
world he ſhould be worſhiped by both: from which Topieks 
that great Apoſtle argues, -x Cor. 6.20. 2t are bought with a 
price, - oy glorifie God tn your body,. and your ſpirit, which 
are Gods, | —_ | 
Whence we proceed to the fifth part of the Text, viz. the 
meetneſs and equity of. the thing, | 
. Jt is your nebadh . ſervice. * bo 
That je preſent . your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceyta* 
ble #0:God; © i i 27 
PF huch is your reaſonable | ſervice. [97 95 Thi. 
That 5s; a::Service agreeable to the reaſons of men, and 
dictates of. nature, abſtrating from her Corruptions: - —_ 


* 
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- Andindted"it muſt needs be fo, becauſe it is a part of the- 
natural Law. For. as Cicero faith, conſenſto omniun gentium- 
lex nature putanda eft. The conſent of all Nations in any one 
thing muſt be reputed the law of nature.. And: truly as what. 
nature teaches,. muſt needs be known, and fpread-as far as. 
humane natureit ſelf ; fo when we find all Nations agreeing 
in any one thing, we inreafon aſſign any other teach- 
er of that thing but the ſamenature.. es 


Now Jew and* Gentile; Greek and'Barbarian, did all a- 
gree in- this, according. to their ſeveral Modes and Capaci- 
ries, that. it is.a moſt. meet and reaſonable thing, that we. 
ſhould: preſent oxr bodies a living ſacrifice toGod, Whence 
they had their. Temples, their-Prieſts and Sacreds. And in. 
their moral Diſcaurſes, they taught the neceffity and: way of 
rooting out Vice, and acquiring Virtue, in order. to their: 
making themſelves holy end acceptable to God.. 


_ Neither canany think me _—— in this part. of m 
Diſcourſe, that  _ that great an N———_ hols 
there is- nothing purely poſitive in tlie Goſpel, but the two 
Sacraments ; and ſame tliink theſe in part founded on nature,. 
and reaſon-toq:; becauſe they. find ſome ſhadows and foot- 
fieps of them in:Gentile Writings, . as Purification by Wa- 
. ter, andi this-before Homer, or at, lkeaft by him mentioned ;. 

and their making Leagues. iater winum of epules,. with cat- 
ing anddrinking,. : 


Though indeed ſome menareſo fanſiful; that if thiey per: 
cerve any the leaſtlikeneſs between the Notions and Cuſtoms: 
of the Jewsand Gentiles, Fas efpecially Z. G. in his Court 
of the Gentiles). 1t muſtineeds-paſs- as a clear Demenſtra-- 
tion,. that therefore the Geatiles had tlicſe things mediare/y, 
07 /nemediately from the Jews: By which means I dare un- 
«rtake_to.make. out tothe realonsof men, that they may 
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as well make the Hiſtory of one Nation but an-imitation and 
corruption of the Hiſtory of another. Whereas both Jew 
' and Gentile having che ſame natural light, mighr be direQed 
thereby to many the ſame notions and like cuſtoms. I would 
ask whether the Gentile by the natural hghr of the under- 
ending oat not hit upon fome truth? Elſe to what pur- 
poſe that light ſerve? O what benefit is it to that part 
of Mankind, that had no further Dire&ions ? Then whe- 
ther the Jews having the ſame light, together with the far- 
ther addition of Revelation, might not hit upon the ſame 
truths, whether it neceſſarily follows, that the Gentiles had 
this from the Jews? Again, ſince each Light direfts man- 
kind to the Belief and Worſhip of- the Deity, and Becauſe 
there can beno publick Worſhip without the intment of 

rſons, time and place, to that end, whence they muſt de- 
oe to many particular Conſtitutions and Cuſtoms, as to 
theſe grand requiſites of Worſhip, whether we can in rea- 
ſon ſuppoſe that it is net likely there will be ſome ſimilitudes, 
as to Perfons, Habits, Sacreds, or one thing or- other, be- 
tween the worſhip of each, although theſe two Bodies of 
Men might never hear, or know any thing one of another ? 
Whence let reaſon judge, what an irrefragable argument 
likeneſs of Notions, er Cuſtoms, is, to prove them all of 
Jewiſh. Original. | Ta Wete, 


Though indeed moderate and rational Diſcourſes'on this 
Subje& may much advance the Glory of Sacred Writings, 
yet to preſs them {> far, as ſome have done, robs the great- 
er 'part of Mankind of their very Reaſons, detrudes ther 
into lower Species, and therefore makes them like the Beaſts 
that periſh; leaving them without -light, without any ruke 
of life, without Law, and conſc ly without any thing 
whereby they-may be judged at the laſt day. | | 
| Da: But 
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 Bue 1 know not how any man can deny the point before 


us. to have been diſcovered by natural light, unleſs he will 


corre& S. Paul, whoaftirms a Law written on our hearts by 
nature, and that. Conſcience. accuſes, or excuſes, accord- 
ing as Men haye kept or broke it : . Rom.1.14,15. which 
he ſpeaks expreſly of the Gentiles, 7/ho being without law, 
viz. that of Revelation, do by nature the things contained in 
the law, having the law written on their hearts —— For the 
preſenting our ſelves a ſacrifice holy, and acceptable to God, is 
the whole ſubſtance.of all the praQtick part of natural. Re- 
ligion, which being taken away, we know not where to 
place ſuch Religion, unleſs in mere notions, or ſpeculations; 
and ſuch can be neither a Religion, nora Zaw, which doth 
not dire, and oblige us in matters of good and evil. . 


Therefore the ſubje£t of, and duty preſſed by.the. Text, 
being natural, and conſequently a reaſonable ſervice, we 
have this advantage and incouragement toit, viz. 


When the Goſpel propoſes, .and preſſes this duty upon us, 
Reaſon ſteps in, and ; pms it good and eligible, and condu- 
cive to our preſent and future ſafety. This is the main thing 
that makes his commands, as S.Zohn ſpeaks, 1 #p; 5.3. That 
they are not grievons.. 


For-when.reaſon can. diſcover no. good: and neceſſity*in 
the thing injoyred, as.itisin pure poſitives, ſuch as be Cir- 
cumciſion,. Abſtinencies from fome ſorts. of. Meat, and in 
divers other Moſaick Rights' and Cuſtoms; nature draws 
back, .and rejeQs theſe Precepts, as matters. of toil and ſelf. 
denyal, .but of no. advantage, which perhaps is the reaſon, 
why the breach .of ſome Poſitives. under the Law'was more 
ſeverely threatened than ſinin ſome points, that were intrin- 
{ecslly good andevil. Whereas 
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. Whereas when the matter of a-Precept- is agreeable to | 
our Reaſons,, we havean argument within, even-the ſame 
reaſon which preſſes us to cloſe with the external Precept: 
And that it is ſo in this caſe, I leave even your ſelves to 
judge. For what is more juftand reaſonable than this, that 
we ſhould- pre/ent our ſelves 4 living ſacrifice to that God 
from whom we have received our Bodies, our Beings,” toge- 
ther with allche comforts and bleſſings of: them ? What . 
more fitting than-that we ſhould live to his Glory, 2» whone 
we live and move? What more equitable, than that we - 
ſhould obey him,” to whom we- do belong by all the ſacred 
ties of Creation, Redemption, Dedication, and voluntary Re- 
ſiznation of our ſelves? This 1s ſo clear and undeniable a 
thing, - that all men that have, and will uſe their reaſon, muſt - 
{ubſcribe to it as our | wn 
Reaſonable Service. . 


Therefore if men will not do fo, the diſadvantage lies - 


| here, that they ſin not only againſt Reveletion, but nature - 


too. And therefore ſhall be ſelf-condemn'd, as well asby 
that Judge of. quick and dead. - And thence go with ſhame : 
and filence-into - thoſe: miſeries that wait them, who know 
God, - but will not call upon his name: 


Therefore, if there be any Virtue, any Praiſe, any Pity 
2nd Compaſſion for your ſelves, let the importunity of fo + 
_ Apoſtle prevail with us in a thing fo juft and reafon- 
able. . ! 


Tbeſcech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, *that ye pre-- 
ſent your bodies ——— which is your reaſonable ſervice. 
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One great: reaſon why many live no better, and do'ny 
«more good in their generations, is this, that they worſhip 
. no-more. Therefore S. Pas! doth preſs us to the duties of 
the former Table, that is, to own and preſert owr ſelves « 


ſacrificeto God ; and incale men are ſincere in this one point, 
't will moſt certainly put.them upon Sobriety and Righteonſ- 


nels,  Brotherly-kindxeſs and Charity, injoyned by the latter 
Table ; that by this means men may be aot only a Sacrifice, 
but alſo holy ad acceptable ro God, For this part of our Re. 
ligion doth ſweetly influence our whole-lives. For this wea- 
kens corruptions, reſtores us more to our ſelves, and inables 
us tolive up to the Rules and DiQtates of right reaſon: and 
- therefore diſpoſed to all good Offices. And where menare 
.notio much wanting inthe thing, as-nuſtaken in:the ends, 
.and motives of .it, this reQtifies all theſe errours too, 


Therefore.it is ery from'hence, that.-men become truly 
:kind and affable, which.is not only agreeable-to our natures, 
.2s we. are ſociable creatures, but doth alſo capacitate us to 
become the greater BenefaQtors to our ſelves, and others, 
For by ſociety and converſe we come to underſtand the world, 
.and thereby become more capable of adyancing our own, 
.and other mens intereſt, and therefore by the ſame means 
mutually inable, and incourage to do.goed to others, as God 
.hath done good to us. | 


_ Which is the great delign of this days Afembly, as ap- 
pears not only from the oeattile of former Stewards of this 
Company, whothave yearly ſ{etout to Tradesas many poor 
Children of -our County of /Yarwich, as there be Stewards of 
the ſaid Company, which be, .ia number, eight. Bur alſo 
from the generous inclinations of you, the preſent Stewards, 
who ſcem reſolved.not to'fall ſhort of any that have went be- 
toxe you. And 
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And indecd as this is one of the firftof all the Countics of 


Frgland, that hath met in this nature, fo: you have from 
year to year in ſyckh-meaſures- out-done them all, that you 
are looked upen as Enlamples-to the reſt. So true-is it of 
your works, as S. Paw ſpeaksof the Romans Faith; they are. 
famous in” the world, And ſince we may fay, you havgren 
well, though I do not fear it this preſent year, it-is pity it- 
ſhould ever be ſaid; /Yho hath hindered you?- 


| Forto do-gond,; and tocommunicate i-aftty way, 15wor-- 
thy of Men and Chriſtians. But this is certainly one of the 
moſt generous and beſt methods of Charity we can. think of. 
For to relieve ſinking perſons, and Families 15 a very good - 
Office, and inno wi: fall mifvits reward, but isnot hkely. 
to prove ſo advai 2us: to a Society. as this; for by ſuch- 
means we keep thoſe perſons ſo relieved! from ſome mea- 
ſures of Diſtreſs, but they are never likely hereby, unleſs in- 
ſome rare inſtance,. ſo to-riſe in the world, as-to become: 
ſerviceable to their Generations. | 


Whereas this puts: poor Children, who elſe might have: 
hy as: Vaſſals, unable to: help themſelves, or others, into-a: 


capacity of- becoming men, and of makingothers'ſa.- 


Therefore you- know: not how-extenfive-your Laberalities- 
may prove, and what pablick Bleſſings time-and induftry 
may make them ; far whocanfay what great Traders, what- 
large Eftates,, and what conſiderable Families may- ſpring. 
from theſe beginnings ?” Thergfore as the mainrend of all- 
Societies:is the preſervation of the whole," which'is beſt done - 
by preſerving and advancing particulars youdgin this way. 


And-. 


a tr I I n 
——— Si , 


Y i ere, 
24 
Lf n 


py Can A _— ya 
Pens 2”: — m— 
* 


© *A Sermon Preached -at 


1. And if we look back to former Ages, we ſhall find fuch 
«publick ſpirits, even inthe Gentile World, that the Rowan 
; Orator lays it down as a common Truth, /Vox nobis nati, 


we are born for. the -good of others, as well as our own. 
Which principle -carried ſome of them ſo far, that they 
deemed ita happineſs when needrequired, | 


Pro patria mort ——— 


"To give their lives for the Honour and Safety of that place 
awhere they firft-received them. .- - PO HE, 


| Much leſs then ſhould we be-unwilling to part from ſome- 

thing of our time, and other good things that God ſhall be 

plea _ give-us, for the Glory, and Advantage of our Na- 
- tive Soul. DA TOVERE War tn gd 7 ey | 


And truly our Connty of /Yarwick is a Place 1o famous 
for Antiquities, and Marks of Honour; adorned at preſent 
as well as in former Ages, with ſo many Noble and Gentile 
Families, hath given breath -to ſo many others, famous in 
their. Generations, - as even this, Aſſembly in ſome good mea- 
ſure teſtifies; whoſe Piery and' good: Yorks ſo eminently ap- 
peared in former times from the vaſt number of Religions 
Houfes ; and ſtill doth from the many Hoſpitals, Free-Schools, 
and Augmentation of poor Ficaridges, that in theſe things we 
aQt'by-the meaſures, and follow the Footſteps of our gene- 
rous Anceſtors; -and ſpeak our ſelves Zarwickſbire Men in 

| Nature, as wellas Name.” ; HERS 


- Nor is it our Praiſe only;' but 6ur "duty too, to do allthe 

. good we can. Therefore S.'Zohn 1 Zp. 4.11. argues from 
God's Bounty tous, to that Bounty and Kindneſs, we owe 
to 
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to others. .: Be/oved,' if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to love 
one-another.. Now as God's Love diſcovered it ſelf, not ina 
fruitleſs pity, but in doing thoſe good- things to us which 
were molt {uitable to-our wants ; as the Redemption of the 
'World,: thereby reſcuing Mankind out of the hands of mi: 
ſery and death: ſo our love ought to-evidence it ſelf, not 
barely in compaſſionate Speeches, and-unprofitable wiſhes, 
like. him in S.,Zames 2:16, Depart in peace, be warmed, be 
filkd : without giving thoſe things, that be needful for the body. 
But in doing thoſe good Offices which are moſt conducive to 
mens eaſe, and comfort, ſo far as opportunity and abilities 
will well allow. 'Theſe are returhs we make to God ; and 
expreflions of our thankfulneſs to him, for all the benefits 
he hath done unto us. | | Kar Jab 
- This is the way to increale our preſent Enjoyments, and 
to ſecure them to poſterity : for S. Pau! compares this to 
ſowing, thereby teaching us, that what we part from in 
ſuch ways, will bring us ( according to what we ſow, whe- 
_— or leſs) a pkntiful Harveſt, and a bleſſed In- 
creaſe. 


And truly every man that is-born into the world, hath a 
natural right to a maintenance here, one as well another, for 
the world was made, not for ſome few perſons, or Families, 
but for mankind in general. And though Providence hath 
wiſely ordered divers diſtinQtons, as to Honours and Eſtates, 
for if all were equal, none- would ſerve, or obey others, 
which would neceſſarily run a Society into diſtraQions, a 
State of War, and perhaps, into final Confuſrons. Yet 
this doth not take away any mans -natural;; for ſtill a 
ſubſiſtance remains due, elſe many muſt be ſent into the 
world, either to treſpaſs. upon other Rights, or elſe to periſh 


at other mens pleaſure; which neither Nature nor Religion 
E can 
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